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3ODMIN the 181b rabbit. Monica Lewinskv's Oval Office romps, Brvan Robson's miswess. Tonv Blair's bald
patch. Robbie Williams' tattoo. Glenn Hoddle's never-ending battte with the English language...................: Afl
major nationai and international issues. vet paling into insigniticance compared to the start of the Southend
i/nited Supporters Club's second vear of existence.

Ve may no ionger be 'Independent - more of that iater - but our commitment to the survival and progress ot the
Blues is as strong as ever.

o start with. welcome to the first newsletter of what is hoved wiil be |2 more :-. onths as successtul for the

lub as its inirial 12.

A munor technical hitch has meant evervone receiving this rirst missive siightly later than projected. Bur it is
nianned the ~ewsietter should drop through our members’ lerter-boxes about once a month. with the intention or
‘2tting vou ... know what is going on within the Club. what evenrs are pianned. what issues have cropped up
atc. Any teeaback. event ideas and so on can always be tiltered through via anv otficer or committee member

{or furure consideration.

The Club's AGM was held at Boots & Laces on Wednesday. Februarv 3. Around 75 members anended. which
"vas a very pieasing turn-out. Qur then chainman. Tony Hall. gave a rundown of the Club's achievements during
vear one. which | beiieve were pretty well covered in the addenda to the AGM notices vou should ail have

recerved in January. Membership currentiy stands at 267 and treasurer Trevor Basnford reveaied a baiance sneet
:hat showea our rinanciai position to be highly satistactorv.

Then came the 2lection or orficers. iony Hatl haa decided to stand down as chairman 1o concentrate Just on
cunning the hugely successtul Junior Blues.

Mrs Hall's increased tamiiv aiso made it impossible for her to carty on as our PR/Press otficer. Forunatelv. the

woids were filled raptaly and the new orficers and committee members are as foilows:

HAIRMAN: Trevor Bashford
STCE-CHAIRMAN: Richard Coxeii
TREASURER:Trevor Bashtord.

SECRETARY: Clare Crammond.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Kathnvn Medcaif,
PR/PRESS OFFICER: Clare Crammond.

SOMMITTEE: Chris Berry, sonn Campoeti. . Niget .uickard

slan caualneid. Marun Cranmer. Jermy aloss.

he main pone or contention or the evening concerned the reternon or othervise ot ‘Independent' in the Club
el dfter aliveiv debate. thie vore went i ravour or removing the ‘Independent and becoming simiy the
southend United Supporters Club. L nited ciwairman John Main. who had taken the trouble to attend the AGM.
vas clearly preased by this outcome. Dur reiations with the tootball ¢lub remain good. but rest assured we are
10t NOwW ted to Its apron strinus. fohn Matn is weil aware that shouid his avenda tor SUTC and ours suddeniy

Jdiv €erae Ul"de[ICdl]\’ thmu"n whatever Circumstances. so be i



Our new membership Secretary will shortly be circulating you all with details of membership renewai. it 15 vi:
we not only keep up our current membership, but add to i whenever possible. Spread the word, And when vo.

Moves are already afoot to get the Club soccer forums under way;, hopefully at least one every couple of
months. But our first socia] event has alreadyv been decided on. This will be a QUIZ NIGHT on TUESDAY.

members, and the question topics wil] be many and varied. So if you are not a sporting Einstein, don't WOITY.,
Most important, though, get the date in your diary now. This should be a good evening and [ can heartily
recommend the experienced quiz master - my brother.

the way - what Johp Main would give for that sort of national publicity - and we back any moves to give birth to
Southend's own quirky character. United Supporters Derek Muir and Ian Kemp have set up a fund to try to
finance the cost of 3 replacement mascot. which, allegedly, can run as high as £2,800. We do not think that sort
of outlay is necessarily required, but SUSC chairman Trevor Bashford plans to meet with Derek and Ian to see
if we might be able 1o help in any way with their project.

Clare Crammond has taken over the coach travei to away games arrangements from Tony Hall and it was great
to see she had conjured up three packed coaches to make the trip to Cambridge. Pitv the ref was blind, though.
Clare can be contacted concerning all imminent away bookings (Rochdale,DarIingTon) on Southend (01702)
614876.

The Club has received a circular from Duckhams, the oil people, for 10 members to join their FansView
scheme. This involves sending back some personal details in the envelope provided and then taking part in
certain postal and phone SUIVEYS on great tootball issues of the moment throughout the season. Trevor still has a

You may have read of the recent tragic death from meningitis of United School of Excellence member Mitchel]
Kemp. SUSC sent a wreath to the funerai to eXxpress our condolences, As for the Brighton moron during the
minute's silence, ‘nuff said.

The committee's next meetins is scheduled for March 4. Your next newsletter should. hopefully, be circuiating
PrELty soon after - though provably not as long, warming and absorbing as thisone......__
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